50 Travel Tips From Local Greater Than
Tourist Europe

Welcome to the ultimate guide of 50 travel tips from locals in Europe. Whether
you are a seasoned traveler or planning your first trip to this beautiful continent,

these insider tips will ensure you make the most out of your European adventure.

Europe is a treasure trove of cultural diversity, historical landmarks, and
breathtaking landscapes. With so much to explore, it can be overwhelming to
plan your itinerary and decide which locations to visit. That's why hearing from
locals is invaluable - they have the first-hand knowledge and insights that can

truly enhance your travel experience.

So, without further ado, let's dive into the 50 travel tips from locals across Europe:
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1. Stay in Local Neighborhoods
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Instead of booking a hotel in the touristy areas, consider staying in a local
neighborhood. This will give you a chance to experience the authentic local
culture, try traditional cuisines, and discover hidden gems that are off the beaten

path.

2. Learn Basic Phrases in the Local Language

Locals appreciate visitors who make an effort to learn a few basic phrases in their
language. Greetings, please, thank you, and basic questions like "where is the

bathroom" can go a long way in building rapport and receiving helpful assistance.

3. Use Public Transportation

Public transportation is often the most convenient and affordable way to get
around in European cities. Utilize their extensive bus, tram, and metro networks

to explore the city like a local.

4. Embrace the Local Cuisine

Don't be afraid to try the local dishes and delicacies. Europe is known for its
diverse culinary offerings, and each region has its own unique flavors to savor.
Venture beyond the popular tourist restaurants and ask locals for their favorite

eateries.

5. Visit Off-Season

Avoid the crowds and high prices by planning your trip during the off-season. Not
only will you experience shorter queues, but you'll also have a chance to interact

with locals on a more personal level.

6. Get Lost in the Old Towns

European old towns are like a maze of charming streets and historic buildings.

Take some time to wander aimlessly through them, and you'll stumble upon



hidden gems, picturesque squares, and cozy cafes.

7. Pack Light

Carrying heavy luggage can hinder your travel experience. Pack light and
prioritize comfort to make your journey more enjoyable.

8. Engage in Local Customs

Each European country has its own customs and traditions. Embrace them and
engage in local customs. Attend festivals, try traditional clothing, and participate
in cultural events.

9. Explore Beyond Capital Cities

While capital cities often steal the limelight, don't forget to explore smaller towns
and villages. They often have hidden gems and offer a more authentic experience
of local life.

10. Take a Cruise Along the River

Many European cities are built around picturesque rivers. Taking a cruise along
these waterways offers stunning views of the city skyline and iconic landmarks.

11. Research Local Etiquette

Before traveling to a new destination, research the local etiquette and cultural
norms. This will help you avoid any unintentional blunders and show respect for

the local customs.

12. Interact with Locals

Strike up conversations with locals - from taxi drivers to café owners. They often

have the best recommendations for hidden gems, local experiences, and lesser-



known attractions.

13. Attend Live Performances

From opera to local theater productions, Europe is known for its vibrant
performing arts scene. Attend live performances to immerse yourself in the local

culture and witness world-class talent.

14. Take Day Trips from Major Cities

While major cities offer plenty to see and do, taking day trips to nearby towns or
countryside can provide a refreshing change of scenery and a chance to explore

lesser-known attractions.

15. Use Local Transportation Apps

Downloading local transportation apps can make navigating public transportation
much easier. These apps provide real-time schedules, route maps, and

information on ticket pricing.

16. Explore UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Europe is home to numerous UNESCO World Heritage Sites, ranging from
ancient ruins to stunning natural landscapes. Plan your itinerary to include these

iconic sites.

17. Plan for Museum Free Days

Many museums offer free or discounted admission on certain days of the week.
Take advantage of these opportunities to explore the rich cultural heritage of

Europe without breaking the bank.

18. Carry Cash for Small Shops



While credit cards are widely accepted, some smaller shops, markets, and cafes
may only accept cash. Make sure to carry some local currency for a hassle-free
shopping experience.

19. Visit Local Markets

Immerse yourself in the local culture by visiting bustling street markets. Sample
fresh produce, browse through unique handmade crafts, and interact with local
artisans.

20. Be Respectful of Religious Sites

Europe is home to countless churches, cathedrals, mosques, and temples. When
visiting these religious sites, dress modestly, remain quiet, and follow any rules or
guidelines set by the religious institution.

21. Take a Cooking Class

Learn to prepare authentic local dishes by taking a cooking class. Not only will
you develop a new skill, but you'll also have the opportunity to taste your own

creations.

22. Plan for Bad Weather

Europe's weather can be unpredictable. Always carry an umbrella and check the

weather forecast before heading out. Don't let a little rain dampen your spirits.

23. Explore Europe's National Parks

From the picturesque Plitvice Lakes National Park in Croatia to the breathtaking
Swiss National Park, Europe boasts a diverse range of natural wonders that

should not be missed.

24. Use Travel Apps for Translations



Language barriers can be challenging, but travel apps like Google Translate can
help bridge the gap. Use these apps to translate signs, menus, and communicate

with locals.

25. Take a Bike Tour

Many European cities are bike-friendly and offer bike tours. Explore the city's
landmarks and neighborhoods on two wheels while enjoying the fresh air and a

unique perspective.

26. Attend Local Sporting Events

Experience the excitement of European sports by attending a local game. From
football matches in Barcelona to tennis tournaments in Wimbledon, sports events

provide a glimpse into the local culture and passions.

27. Explore Europe's Islands

Europe has a collection of stunning islands, each with its own charm and unique
features. From Greek islands like Santorini and Mykonos to the idyllic beaches of

Sardinia, explore these island paradises.

28. Try Local Brews and Wines

Europe is renowned for its beer and wine culture. Sample local brews, visit
wineries, and learn about the unique traditions and techniques behind each

region's alcoholic beverages.

29. Take Nighttime Walks

Many European cities come alive at night with beautiful illuminations and bustling
nightlife. Take leisurely nighttime walks to experience a different ambiance and

capture stunning photos.



30. Learn About Local History

Europe has a rich history spanning thousands of years. Take the time to learn
about the history and significant events that shaped each destination you visit.

This will deepen your understanding and appreciation of the local culture.

31. Stay Local in Accommodations

Avoid chain hotels and consider staying in local accommodations such as bed
and breakfasts or guesthouses. This not only supports local businesses but also

provides a more personal and authentic experience.

32. Check if You Need a Visa

Depending on your nationality, you may need a visa to enter certain European
countries. Research and apply for any necessary visas well in advance to avoid

any complications during your trip.

33. Sample Street Food

Street food is a fantastic way to taste the local flavors and immerse yourself in the
vibrant food scene. Try iconic street foods such as Belgian waffles, French

crepes, or German currywurst.

34. Use Local Guides

When visiting popular attractions, hiring a local tour guide can provide in-depth
knowledge and unique perspectives. They can share historical anecdotes and

take you off the beaten path.

35. Dress Appropriately for Each Location

Europe is a diverse continent with varying climates and dress codes. Make sure

to pack accordingly and dress appropriately for each destination to blend in with



the locals.

36. Get Travel Insurance

Travel insurance is essential for any trip, providing coverage for unforeseen
circumstances such as medical emergencies, trip cancellations, or lost luggage.
Don't skimp on this important aspect of travel preparation.

37. Plan Rest Days

Don't try to pack too much into your itinerary. Plan rest days to relax and recover,
allowing yourself time to fully enjoy each destination without feeling overwhelmed.
38. Take Local Transportation Tours

Many European cities offer unique transportation experiences, such as tram tours
or canal cruises. These tours provide an interesting perspective and offer a

chance to see the city from a different angle.

39. Explore Street Art

Some European cities are renowned for their vibrant street art scenes. Take the
time to explore these urban art galleries, discovering hidden murals and admiring

the creativity of local artists.

40. Follow Local Bloggers and Influencers

Stay updated with the latest travel tips and insights by following local bloggers
and influencers who have a deep knowledge of their cities. Their personal

recommendations are invaluable for experiencing the destinations like a local.

41. Research Transportation Passes



Many European cities offer transportation passes that provide unlimited travel
within a certain period. Research and decide if purchasing a pass will save you

money and make getting around more convenient.

42. Be Mindful of Pickpockets

Like any popular tourist destination, Europe has its share of pickpockets. Keep
your belongings secure, avoid flashing valuable items, and be aware of your

surroundings to prevent any unfortunate incidents.

43. Don't Overlook Eastern Europe

Eastern European countries offer unique cultural experiences, stunning
architecture, and a rich history. Don't overlook these countries when planning

your European itinerary.

44. Plan for Extra Time at Airports

European airports can get busy, especially during peak travel seasons. Allow
extra time for check-ins, security checks, and potential delays to avoid any

unnecessary stress.

45. Learn About Local Public Holidays

Take note of local public holidays during your visit, as these can affect opening
hours, transportation schedules, and the availability of certain attractions or

services.

46. Share Your Experiences on Social Media

Share your travel experiences and photos on social media platforms to inspire
others and connect with fellow travelers. Don't forget to use relevant hashtags to

reach a wider audience.



47. Support Local Artisans and Craftsmen

Purchase souvenirs directly from local artisans and craftsmen to support their

work and take home unique, handmade mementos that reflect the local culture.

48. Explore Underground Attractions

Europe is home to fascinating underground attractions, from ancient catacombs
to hidden tunnels. Delve beneath the surface and discover the secrets that lie

beneath.

49. Take Advantage of Free Walking Tours

Many European cities offer free walking tours led by knowledgeable local guides.
These tours are a great way to get acquainted with the city's layout, history, and

hidden gems.

50. Enjoy Every Moment

Lastly, remember to enjoy every moment of your European adventure. Embrace
the spontaneity, cherish the memories, and savor the unique experiences that

only travel can provide.

Now armed with these 50 travel tips from locals across Europe, you're ready to
embark on an unforgettable journey filled with cultural immersion, exciting
adventures, and lifelong memories. Don't be afraid to step out of your comfort

zone and explore this diverse continent like a true local!
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Are you excited about planning your next trip?
Do you want to try something new?
Would you like some guidance from a local?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this Greater Than a Tourist

book is for you.

Greater Than a Tourist - Belgium by Jochen Gielen offers the inside scoop on
Belgium. Most travel books tell you how to travel like a tourist. Although there is
nothing wrong with that, as part of the Greater Than a Tourist series, this book will

give you travel tips from someone who has lived at your next travel destination.

In these pages, you will discover advice that will help you throughout your stay.
This book will not tell you exact addresses or store hours but instead will give you
excitement and knowledge from a local that you may not find in other smaller

print travel books.
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Travel like a local. Slow down, stay in one place, and get to know the people and

the culture. By the time you finish this book, you will be eager and prepared to

travel to your next destination.
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