
50 Facts You Should Know When Visiting
Vietnam: Essential Travel Tips
Vietnam, a Southeast Asian gem, is known for its rich history, stunning
landscapes, vibrant culture, and mouthwatering cuisine. Whether you're planning
a trip to Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, or any other part of this diverse country, it's
essential to arm yourself with some valuable information before embarking on
your adventure. In this article, we bring you 50 facts and travel tips to ensure your
visit to Vietnam is nothing short of amazing!

1. Vietnam's Geography

Vietnam is located in Southeast Asia, bordered by China, Laos, Cambodia, and
the South China Sea. It features breathtaking natural beauty, including lush
mountains, idyllic beaches, and picturesque rivers.

2. Best Time to Visit Vietnam

Vietnam is a year-round destination, but the best time to visit varies depending on
the region. Generally, the period from November to April offers pleasant weather
in most parts of the country.
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3. Vietnamese Language

The official language of Vietnam is Vietnamese. While English is spoken in tourist
areas, learning a few basic Vietnamese phrases will greatly enhance your travel
experience.

4. Vietnamese Currency

The official currency of Vietnam is the Vietnamese Dong (VND). It's advisable to
carry small denominations and also have some US dollars handy, as they are
widely accepted.

5. Visa Requirements

Check the visa requirements for your country before traveling to Vietnam. Some
nationalities may require a visa for entry, while others may be eligible for visa
exemptions or visa-on-arrival.

6. Getting Around

Public transportation in Vietnam includes buses, trains, and taxis. Motorcycle
taxis, known as "xe om," are a popular and affordable option for short distances.

7. Climate and Clothing

Vietnam has a tropical climate, with regional variations. It's recommended to pack
lightweight and breathable clothing, along with a rain jacket or umbrella,
depending on the time of year.

FREE

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGY5NDBPQzk5ZndqZTljdEZ0RXZEWXQxTjMxSWpuSm5pWVJKVmZYcFVPbFNWM0xUNlZieGpEQ2RFd1Y1N1EvdG0yNzEzdXU0YzNhOExHSUpuMFZmSWhrOUM5YVZ3enVlTlhEVXFWaXBGVk9zYWhTbk9QMHhWUjkxZE1sUWVsZm10:f4.pdf


8. Street Food Delights

Vietnam is renowned for its delicious street food. Indulge in local specialties like
pho, banh mi, and bun cha. Don't miss the opportunity to try authentic
Vietnamese dishes from local vendors.

9. Bargaining Culture

Bargaining is common in markets and small shops in Vietnam. Don't be afraid to
negotiate prices, but always do so in a friendly and respectful manner.

10. Traffic in Vietnam

Be prepared for chaotic traffic in cities like Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. Look both
ways when crossing the roads and remember that motorbikes are the primary
mode of transportation.

11. Stunning Halong Bay

Halong Bay, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a must-visit destination in
Vietnam. Explore the stunning limestone formations, go kayaking, and spend a
night on a traditional junk boat.

12. Historical Hoi An

Hoi An is a charming ancient town that showcases Vietnam's rich cultural
heritage. Get lost in its well-preserved streets, admire the lantern-lit bridges, and
have clothes tailor-made in this fashion hub.

13. Cu Chi Tunnels

Located near Ho Chi Minh City, the Cu Chi Tunnels offer a glimpse into Vietnam's
wartime history. Crawl through narrow tunnels used by the Viet Cong during the
Vietnam War.



14. Local Etiquette

Respect local customs and traditions during your visit to Vietnam. Remove your
shoes before entering temples or someone's home, and dress modestly when
visiting religious sites.

15. Mekong Delta

Take a boat trip along the Mekong Delta to experience rural Vietnam. Marvel at
the lush greenery, floating markets, and observe the daily life of the locals.

16. Must-Visit Temples

Don't miss iconic Buddhist temples such as the Perfume Pagoda and the One
Pillar Pagoda in Hanoi. These architectural marvels offer a glimpse into Vietnam's
spiritual side.

17. Explore Sapa

Head to Sapa, a beautiful mountain town in northern Vietnam, famous for its
terraced rice fields and ethnic minority communities. Embark on a trekking
adventure and witness breathtaking scenery.

18. Delicious Vietnamese Coffee

Taste Vietnam's famous coffee, often brewed with sweetened condensed milk.
Don't miss out on trying the traditional ca phe sua da (iced coffee) or ca phe trung
(egg coffee) for a unique experience.

19. Visit the War Remnants Museum

Gain a deeper understanding of the Vietnam War at the War Remnants Museum
in Ho Chi Minh City. The exhibits offer a glimpse into the devastating impact of
the war on the country.



20. Beach Paradise in Phu Quoc

Phu Quoc Island, located in southern Vietnam, boasts stunning beaches and
crystal-clear waters. Relax under palm trees, go snorkeling or scuba diving, and
indulge in fresh seafood.

21. Political Climate

Stay informed about the political climate in Vietnam. Avoid engaging in
discussions about sensitive topics and be respectful of the country's regulations.

22. Overnight Train Journeys

Opt for an overnight train journey to experience traveling like a local. Sleeper
trains connect various cities in Vietnam and offer a cost-effective way to explore
the country.

23. Dong Xuan Market

Visit the bustling Dong Xuan Market in Hanoi for an authentic shopping
experience. Browse through a wide range of products, including clothes,
accessories, and local street food.

24. Tourist Scams

Be cautious of common tourist scams in Vietnam. Research beforehand and stay
vigilant to protect yourself from potential scams or overcharging.

25. Vietnamese Festivals

Immerse yourself in Vietnam's vibrant culture by participating in local festivals.
The Tet Festival (Lunar New Year) is the most important and joyful celebration in
Vietnam.

26. Motorbike Adventures



Embark on a motorbike adventure to explore Vietnam's countryside. Ride along
scenic routes like the Hai Van Pass and witness the breathtaking beauty of the
landscapes.

27. Be Prepared for Language Barriers

While English is spoken in tourist areas, there may still be language barriers in
some parts of Vietnam. Carry a phrasebook or use translation apps to overcome
communication challenges.

28. Cash is King

Although credit cards are becoming more widely accepted, many places still
prefer cash payments in Vietnam. Ensure you have enough cash on hand for
smaller purchases.

29. Stay Hydrated

The climate in Vietnam can be hot and humid, especially during the summer
months. Stay hydrated by consuming plenty of water and carrying a reusable
water bottle.

30. Vietnamese Street Markets

Visit local street markets to experience the vibrant atmosphere and find unique
souvenirs. Exploring markets like Ben Thanh in Ho Chi Minh City or Dong Ba in
Hue is a treat for the senses.

31. Learn About the Vietnam War

Before your trip to Vietnam, familiarize yourself with the history of the Vietnam
War. Understanding the context will deepen your appreciation for the country and
its people.



32. Sim Card for Connectivity

To stay connected while traveling in Vietnam, consider purchasing a local SIM
card. This will provide you with internet access and allow you to make local calls
at affordable rates.

33. Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum

Pay your respects to Vietnam's iconic leader, Ho Chi Minh, by visiting the Ho Chi
Minh Mausoleum in Hanoi. Marvel at the grandeur of the memorial dedicated to
the country's beloved leader.

34. Embrace Vietnamese Hospitality

Vietnamese people are known for their warm hospitality. Embrace the kindness
and friendliness of the locals, and don't hesitate to ask for assistance or
recommendations.

35. Authentic Vietnamese Cuisines

Don't limit yourself to only popular Vietnamese dishes. Explore regional
specialties like cao lau in Hoi An, bun bo Hue in Hue, or banh xeo in the south,
and savor the diverse flavors.

36. Water Puppet Shows

Witness the unique traditional art form of water puppetry in Vietnam. Enjoy
captivating performances that bring folklore and history to life on water stages.

37. Temple of Literature

Visit the Temple of Literature in Hanoi, Vietnam's oldest university. Admire the
traditional architecture and learn about the country's dedication to education and
knowledge.



38. Health and Safety

Ensure you have travel insurance that covers medical emergencies. Pack a basic
first aid kit and take necessary precautions to protect yourself from mosquito-
borne diseases.

39. Homestay Experiences

Immerse yourself in Vietnamese culture by opting for a homestay experience.
Stay with local families, learn traditional customs, and enjoy homemade
Vietnamese meals.

40. Vietnam's Unique Wildlife

Explore Vietnam's natural wonders and unique wildlife. Visit national parks such
as Cat Tien National Park or Cuc Phuong National Park for a chance to spot rare
species.

41. Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park

Discover the breathtaking beauty of Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Explore the magnificent caves, go jungle trekking,
or cruise along the Son River.

42. Sunrise at My Son Sanctuary

Experience a magical sunrise at My Son Sanctuary, an ancient Champa kingdom.
Marvel at the ancient Hindu temples and enjoy the tranquil surroundings.

43. Explore the Highlands

Head to the Central Highlands to discover Vietnam's coffee plantations,
waterfalls, and ethnic minority communities. Don't miss the charming town of
Dalat, known for its romantic atmosphere.



44. Responsible Travel

Respect the environment and local communities by practicing responsible travel.
Avoid activities that may harm wildlife or contribute to excessive waste.

45. Get Vaccinations

Consult your healthcare provider before traveling to Vietnam and get any
necessary vaccinations. Common vaccines include Hepatitis A and B, typhoid,
and tetanus.

46. Take a Vietnamese Cooking Class

Learn the art of Vietnamese cuisine by taking a cooking class. Discover the
secrets of traditional recipes and delight your taste buds with self-prepared
Vietnamese dishes.

47. Stay Connected with Wi-Fi

Most hotels, restaurants, and cafes offer Wi-Fi access in major tourist areas.
Utilize free Wi-Fi hotspots to stay connected and share your journey with friends
and family.

48. Unique Traditional Festivals

Discover traditional festivals celebrated in Vietnam, such as the Mid-Autumn
Festival or the Hung Kings Temple Festival. These events offer a glimpse into the
country's cultural heritage.

49. Budget-Friendly Travel

Vietnam is known for being an affordable travel destination. Take advantage of
budget-friendly accommodations, delicious street food, and reasonably priced
attractions.



50. Breathtaking Nature Reserves

Explore Vietnam's nature reserves, such as Ba Be National Park or Cat Ba
Island. Immerse yourself in pristine landscapes, hike through lush forests, and
spot diverse wildlife.

Vietnam is a captivating country that offers a wide array of experiences for
travelers. By knowing these 50 facts and travel tips, you are now well-prepared to
have an unforgettable time exploring all that Vietnam has to offer. Remember to
respect the local culture, try delicious street food, and immerse yourself in the
country's fascinating history. Happy travels!
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50 Facts You Should Know When Visiting Vietnam

Your heart is beating wildly and emotions tear at you. An opportunity of a lifetime
is in front of you. Vietnam, a magnificent place full of untold mystique and beauty
is calling you. A place with a rich history and amazing culture, but also corruption,
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scams, and pitfalls for the uninformed. Some situations may leave you with a few
dollars out of pocket, while others can drop you in a load of trouble.

This book contains 70 important facts and tips that will help you save money,
avoid common tourist scams, stay safe, and maximize your Vietnam adventure.
This book is a compact version of the pertinent information contained in my book,
Backpacking SouthEast Asia.

The layout is straightforward and easy to read with only the important information
for people that do not have the time to read larger books and want the most
important advice for visiting Vietnam.

Contained in the text you'll learn the following:

Visas requirements, visa renewal and visa problems

Common tourist scams

Getting 3G internet connection cheaply

Health considerations in Vietnam

Tips on saving money

Staying safe

And more

Vietnam is a must visit country. If you travel to be swept away by awe-inspiring
beauty, Vietnam is an absolute must.



Make sure you remember Vietnam as an amazing adventure by being prepared
and informed.

Get Your copy today
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