
30 Things Not To Do In Ireland As a Tourist
Planning a trip to the magical land of Ireland? As a tourist, it's important to be
aware of the cultural norms and avoid any unintentional missteps that might
offend or inconvenience the locals. To ensure you have a smooth and enjoyable
experience during your visit, here are 30 things you should avoid doing in Ireland:

1. Calling it "Southern Ireland"

Contrary to popular belief, Ireland is not divided by North and South. It consists of
two separate countries: the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Be sure to
refer to the Republic of Ireland as "Ireland" and not "Southern Ireland," as it can
be considered disrespectful.

2. Neglecting to Try Traditional Irish Food

Ireland is known for its delicious cuisine, so make sure to indulge in traditional
dishes such as Irish stew, soda bread, and boxty. Avoid sticking to familiar fast-
food chains and explore the local flavors.
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3. Underestimating the Weather

Ireland's weather can be unpredictable, so always carry an umbrella or a raincoat
with you. Be prepared for sudden rain showers or a gust of wind, especially if
you're visiting during the colder months.

4. Disrupting Pub Etiquette

Pubs are an essential part of Irish culture, but avoid getting too rowdy or causing
disturbances. Respect the locals and their traditions by maintaining a friendly and
relaxed atmosphere.

5. Invading Personal Space

Irish people value their personal space, so avoid standing too close or touching
someone unless you have established a close relationship. Always be polite and
maintain an appropriate distance when interacting with locals.

6. Neglecting to Visit Historical Sites

Ireland is rich in history, so take the time to explore the ancient castles, burial
sites, and monuments. Don't miss out on the chance to immerse yourself in the
fascinating stories of Ireland's past.

7. Overlooking Rural Areas

While Dublin is a popular tourist destination, don't limit your visit to the capital city.
Explore the picturesque countryside, coastal villages, and hidden gems that
Ireland's rural areas have to offer.
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8. Assuming Everyone Is a Leprechaun Expert

Leprechauns and folklore are certainly a part of Irish culture, but not every Irish
person is an expert on mythical creatures. Avoid assuming that every local knows
about leprechauns or expecting them to share their supposed pots of gold!

9. Ignoring Irish Phrases

Learning a few simple Irish phrases such as "hello" (Dia dhuit) or "thank you" (go
raibh maith agat) can go a long way in connecting with the locals and showing
your appreciation for their culture.

10. Disregarding Traffic Rules

When crossing the street, always use designated crosswalks and follow the traffic
signals. Ireland's traffic may be different from what you're used to, so stay safe
and avoid any unnecessary risks.

11. Expecting Everything to Be Green

While Ireland is known as the Emerald Isle due to its lush green landscapes,
don't expect everything to be green all year round. Seasons change, and it's
possible to encounter brown or golden landscapes during certain times of the
year.

12. Mispronouncing Place Names

Irish place names can be challenging to pronounce, but making an effort to say
them correctly shows respect for the local culture. Practice a few basic
pronunciations before your trip to avoid any embarrassment.

13. Tossing Litter



Ireland takes pride in its clean and beautiful environment. Respect the country's
efforts in maintaining its natural beauty by properly disposing of your trash in
designated bins.

14. Overbooking Accommodation

Ireland is a popular tourist destination, especially during peak seasons. Avoid the
disappointment of overbooked accommodations by making your reservations well
in advance.

15. Forgetting to Try Irish Whiskey

Ireland is famous for its whiskey, so indulge in a tasting session to experience the
distinct flavors. Expand your horizons and try different types of whiskey during
your visit.

16. Using Offensive Stereotypes

Avoid using offensive stereotypes when referring to the Irish people or their
culture. Embrace diversity and treat everyone with kindness and respect.

17. Dismissing Local Traditions

Ireland has a deep-rooted traditional culture. Take part in local customs and
celebrations, such as a traditional music session or attending a Gaelic football
match, to gain a deeper understanding of Irish traditions.

18. Underdressing for the Weather

Even if the weather appears mild, always dress in layers to adapt to sudden
changes in temperature. It's better to have extra clothing to keep warm rather
than feeling uncomfortable during your visit.

19. Driving Without Familiarizing Yourself with the Rules



If you're planning to drive in Ireland, be sure to familiarize yourself with the local
driving rules and road signs. Remember, they drive on the left side of the road!

20. Crossing Borders Without Proper Documentation

If you plan to visit Northern Ireland from the Republic, ensure you have the
appropriate documentation and adhere to border control regulations. Don't forget
your passport if you plan to explore both regions.

21. Ignoring the Local Music Scene

Ireland is famous for its vibrant music scene, so take the chance to listen to
traditional Irish music in a local pub. Embrace the lively atmosphere and enjoy the
talented musicians.

22. Complaining About the Price of Pints

Drinking in Ireland can be expensive, especially in tourist areas or cities. Instead
of complaining about the price of pints, consider it a worthwhile investment in the
local experience.

23. Assuming Everyone Is Irish

Ireland attracts people from various cultural backgrounds. Avoid assuming that
everyone you meet is Irish, as the country is a melting pot of different ethnicities.

24. Omitting Sheep Sightings

Ireland's countryside is dotted with fluffy sheep, and seeing them is an iconic part
of the landscape. Don't forget to appreciate their charm and capture some
memorable photographs!

25. Leaving Out the Cliffs of Moher



The Cliffs of Moher are a breathtaking sight and a must-visit destination in
Ireland. Witness the dramatic cliffs plunging into the Atlantic Ocean and take in
the awe-inspiring natural beauty.

26. Failing to Embrace Traditional Irish Dancing

Irish dancing is not just for professionals or stage performances. Try joining a
traditional Irish dancing session and enjoy the lively music and energetic
footwork.

27. Overpacking for the Trip

Ireland's weather allows for layering, so don't overpack your suitcase. Pack
versatile clothing items that you can mix and match according to the weather
conditions.

28. Avoiding Friendly Conversations

Irish people are known for their friendliness and love of a good chat. Embrace the
chance to engage in friendly conversations with locals and discover their unique
perspectives.

29. Skipping the Wild Atlantic Way

The Wild Atlantic Way is a stunning coastal route that stretches along Ireland's
west coast. Don't miss out on the opportunity to drive or explore parts of this
remarkable maritime journey.

30. Leaving Without Soaking Up the Irish Charm

Lastly, don't leave Ireland without allowing yourself to soak up the country's
charm. Embrace the hospitality, warmth, and unique experiences that Ireland has
to offer, making lasting memories during your visit.



By following these suggestions, you'll ensure a more culturally sensitive and
rewarding experience in Ireland. Enjoy your journey through the land of
breathtaking landscapes, vibrant traditions, and friendly locals!

30 Things NOT to do in Ireland as a Tourist:
Advice, facts, figures and trivia to enjoy Ireland
and the Irish by Yatir Nitzany (Kindle Edition)

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2262 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 63 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Paperback : 78 pages
Item Weight : 4.2 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.18 x 9 inches

The Ultimate Guide To What NOT To Do In Ireland

There are hundreds, if not thousands, of guide books by experts telling you what
to do and where to go when you visit Ireland. All these books cover basically the
same areas and attractions but this book is very different.
In this book there are no recommendations and glowing reviews of things to do,
see and stay while in Ireland. There are no star ratings, no fancy colour enhanced
photos which turn out look quite different in reality. In this book there is common
sense, practical advice on what not to do and say in Ireland in order for you to
enjoy even more all the places the fancy guides and travel experts tell you about.
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As a bartender and hotel worker I have personally experienced tourists not
following each one of these 30 little pieces of advice and witnessed the
embarrassing and stressful situations it can lead to.
Some of the pieces of advice include;

How not to greet an Irish person.

Talking about Irish Politics.

How not to behave in a pub in Ireland.

What not to drink.

Where and how not to drive in Ireland.

What not to wear.

How not to speak.

Areas not to stay too long in.

And lots, lots more.

In the second part of this book I have included facts which will educate you a
little, amuse you a little and give you an understanding of the Ireland and the Irish
which will greatly help you in a conversation at 12.30am in front of a fire, in a
small pub, in the west of Ireland with the locals. (And it’s raining)

How to pronounce the name of the town.

How to pronounce the locals names.

How did counties get their names.

What world changing things did the Irish Invent.



Dozens of weird & wonderful facts about Ireland.

How many sheep are there in Ireland.

What does 211 D mean on your rental car plate.

Any many, many more handy facts and figures .

This will probably be the most consulted non guide book you will bring with you
on your trip to The Emerald Isle.
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