
12 Conversations For College And Career
Readiness
Are you ready to embark on the journey towards college and career readiness?
As a student or a young professional, these conversations will equip you with the
necessary skills, knowledge, and mindset to tackle the challenges that lie ahead.
Whether you are a high school student preparing for college applications or a
fresh graduate stepping into the job market, these twelve conversations will
undoubtedly shape your path towards success.

The Transition from High School to College

1. College Options: Researching and exploring various college options is
essential. Consider factors such as location, course offerings, reputation, campus
culture, and financial aid opportunities.

2. Academic Preparedness: Have an honest conversation with yourself about
your academic strengths and weaknesses. Identify areas where you may need
additional support or improvement.
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3. College Applications: Learn about the application process, key deadlines,
required documents, and essay writing tips. Seek guidance from mentors,
teachers, and counselors.

4. Financial Planning: Discuss the cost of college education, scholarships, loans,
and available financial aid options. Explore different ways to fund your education
and ensure you have a realistic financial plan.

The College Experience and Beyond

5. Major and Career Exploration: Explore different majors and career paths that
align with your interests, skills, and values. Conduct informational interviews,
internships, or shadowing experiences to gain insights into various professions.

6. Personal Development: Discuss strategies to enhance your personal growth
and strengthen your soft skills like communication, teamwork, problem-solving,
and adaptability.

7. Networking: Develop networking skills and connections by attending career
fairs, joining professional organizations, and reaching out to alumni or industry
experts.

8. Internships and Experiential Learning: Understand the value of internships and
gain hands-on experience in your field of interest. Seek opportunities that
complement your academic knowledge.

The Job Hunt and Career Advancement
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9. Resume and Cover Letter Writing: Learn how to craft effective resumes and
cover letters that showcase your skills, experiences, and qualifications. Tailor
them to specific job applications.

10. Job Interviews: Practice interview techniques, prepare responses to common
interview questions, and seek feedback to improve your interviewing skills.

11. Professional Etiquette: Understand workplace etiquette, dress appropriately,
communicate professionally, and demonstrate a positive attitude in all
professional interactions.

12. Goal Setting and Career Planning: Set short-term and long-term career goals
and develop a plan to achieve them. Stay connected with mentors or career
advisors for guidance and support.

Now that you have an overview of these twelve conversations for college and
career readiness, use them as a roadmap to navigate through the challenges and
opportunities ahead. Remember, success is not an overnight accomplishment,
but a continuous journey of learning and growth. Good luck!

Read more:

6 Essential Skills for College and Career Success
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It’s never too early to start achieving your goals!

Get started on the road to success with this unique guide to middle school and
beyond—brought to you by FranklinCovey, the company behind the 7 Habits
series and The Leader in Me.

Middle school is full of changes—maybe it’s a new, bigger school, maybe it’s
friendships starting to get more complicated, or maybe it’s a combination of a lot
of things. But these changes don’t have to be bad, in fact they could be the best
thing for us—because when things start to change we have the opportunity to
grow. That’s why even though middle schoolers have a ton of other things going
on, middle school is the perfect time for them to start altering their habits and
goals for their future success.

Sure it might sound a little scary, but with a little help it can also be exciting!
Framed as twelve conversations to start having, rather than checklists or rules,
this unique guide helps students start thinking about what they want their futures
to look like and readying themselves to achieve those goals.

In The Middle School Student’s Guide to Academic Success, portions of which
were previously published as Beat the Middle, authors Blake and Bo Nemelka
offer tried and true advice, opportunities for reflection and action that middle
schoolers can tailor to their individual goals and interests, and ways for parents
and guardians to help them along the way. Beginning with topics students can get
started on now—like setting goals, improving your GPA, working on time
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management skills, and balancing extracurricular activities—and moving forward
to future subjects including college applications, scholarships, and money
management—this book is the ultimate guide to helping readers become not only
successful middle schoolers, but successful people.
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