
10 Essential Things You Need to Know Before
Coming to and Living in Germany!

Welcome to Germany! A country filled with rich history, breathtaking landscapes,
and a high standard of living. Whether you are planning to study, work, or simply
explore this fascinating country, there are a few essential things you need to
know before coming to and living in Germany. In this article, we will guide you
through the process and provide valuable tips to make your stay enjoyable and
hassle-free.

1. Visa Requirements
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One of the first steps in planning your trip to Germany is checking the visa
requirements. Depending on your nationality and the purpose of your visit, you
may need a Schengen visa or a residence permit. It is crucial to carefully
research and apply for the appropriate visa before your arrival to avoid any
complications.

2. Language Matters

While English is commonly spoken in major cities and tourist areas, having a
basic understanding of German will greatly enhance your experience in Germany.
It will help you navigate daily life, interact with locals, and truly immerse yourself
in the vibrant German culture. Consider taking language classes or using
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language-learning apps to familiarize yourself with German phrases and
expressions.

3. Healthcare System

Germany boasts one of the best healthcare systems in the world, providing
comprehensive coverage to its residents. Whether you need medical treatment,
routine check-ups, or emergency services, you can rest assured knowing that
Germany offers excellent healthcare facilities. However, it is essential to obtain
health insurance to access these services without incurring hefty costs.

4. Finding Accommodation
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Securing suitable accommodation is another crucial aspect of living in Germany.
Depending on your preferences and budget, you have various options, including
renting an apartment, sharing a flat, or even staying in a student dormitory.
Popular online platforms such as WG-Gesucht and ImmobilienScout24 can help
you find the perfect place to call home.

5. Weather Conditions
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Germany's climate can be quite diverse, so it's imperative to research and
prepare for the weather conditions in the region you plan to reside in. Winters can
be cold and snowy, while summers offer pleasant temperatures. Make sure to
pack appropriate clothing for the seasonal changes and always carry an
umbrella, as rain showers can surprise you throughout the year.

6. Public Transportation
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Germany's public transportation system is renowned for its efficiency and
extensive coverage. Trains, buses, trams, and subways connect cities, towns,
and remote areas alike. Consider getting a BahnCard, a discounted railcard, to
save money on train travel. Additionally, cycling is incredibly popular in Germany,
with well-maintained bike paths making it a convenient and eco-friendly
transportation option.

7. Cultural Etiquette
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Germans are known for their punctuality, so it's crucial to be on time for
appointments, meetings, and social gatherings. The German culture places great
importance on personal space, so it's essential to maintain an appropriate
physical distance while interacting with others. Familiarize yourself with German
customs, traditions, and etiquette to avoid any cultural misunderstandings.

8. Work-Life Balance
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Germans value their work-life balance, prioritizing leisure time and personal
pursuits. This means that shops and businesses typically close earlier on
weekends, and employees have generous vacation days. Embrace this mentality
and make the most of your free time by exploring Germany's vibrant cultural
scene, nature reserves, and recreational activities.

9. Cost of Living
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Before coming to Germany, it's essential to familiarize yourself with the cost of
living. While it may vary depending on the region, Germany generally offers a
high standard of living. Consider the costs of accommodation, groceries,
transportation, and other daily necessities when planning your budget.
Researching prices and comparing different options will help you manage your
expenses effectively.

10. Embrace the Adventure
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Lastly, embrace the adventure that awaits you in Germany. Explore the
enchanting castles, visit the bustling markets, indulge in traditional German
cuisine, and discover the country's vibrant history. Immerse yourself in the local
culture, form new friendships, and create unforgettable memories. Germany
offers countless opportunities for personal growth, education, and exploration.

Ready to embark on your journey to Germany? Remember to prepare well in
advance, do thorough research, and be open to embracing all the incredible
experiences that this beautiful country has to offer. Welcome to Germany - your
new home awaits!
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Moving to a new country always is stressful, there are many new things to learn
and so many matters to take care of. This book will be a useful guide in the
preparation of your move to and for your time in Germany.

You will get useful background knowledge about the country, learn about German
traits and customs and the reasons for them, will get valuable information on laws
and bureaucratic matters as well as for daily life.

And the best is – this is information from people who've been through the
experience of moving to and living in Germany and who now share their
knowledge with you! In this book you get the German perspective as well as the
expatriate perspective.
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